
20TH CELEBRATORY ANNUAL FAMILY LAW CONFERENCE - (Rita Keevil, Family Law) 

The 20th Annual Family Law Conference was held over the 9th and 10th March in Cape Town. I was 
invited to deliver a paper on interjurisdictional divorces. This is a topic on which Armstrongs has 
considerable experience having handled divorce matters concerning 44 jurisdictions over recent years. 
This speaks to the cosmopolitan nature of our society and a legal system that is capable of dealing with 
the far reaching and global consequences of family law disputes. 

 

Despite the infinite variety of human beings’ family law issues have constant threads – people and their 
issues are the same the world over. This was agreed by the conference delegates who hailed from 
several African and European countries, the Americas, the United Kingdom and Australia. 

 

The topics ranged from developments in Artificial Reproduction Technology (ART) Law, to international 
child abduction, the status of marriage by religious rites, the current position on LGBTI rights and the 
refugee crisis in Europe which has given rise to a number of cases based on conflicting legal and moral 
systems. 

 

Of particular interest was a matter involving a couple, married by religious rites, who were Syrian 
refugees. They entered Germany seeking refuge. The husband was 20 years old and the wife was 14 
years old. On entering Germany, the wife was taken to a place of safety for children. 

 

The German Court was asked to determine upon the validity of what, in German law, would amount to 
a child or forced marriage. 

 

The decision of the German Court to recognise the marriage has caused considerable controversy 
among social and legal activists advocating either against child marriages or against religious 
intolerance. The German Court took the view, that given the infinite variety of the human condition such 
matters should be judged on a case by case basis. The critical factor in its finding in this matter was 
that the child bride was herself a mother; non-recognition of the legitimacy of this child may in the future 
has negative consequences for the child of the questioned marriage. 

 

Armstrongs is anticipating judgment in April in a matter which will define the status of religious marriages 
in our law. I will report back to you on this in my next article. 

 


